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 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CAMPBELL COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

 AT JACKSBORO 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

N. MARIE AYERS,    )  

) 

Plaintiff,  ) 

) 

v.      )  CIVIL ACTION 

)  NO.  

JERRY CHADWELL AND   ) 

JAMES A. SLUSHER,   ) 

) 

Defendants.  ) 

 

 

 COMPLAINT 
 

Comes the Plaintiff and would show unto the Court the following: 

1.  The Plaintiff is and at all times mentioned herein was a citizen and resident of 

Campbell County, Tennessee.  At all times mentioned herein, the Plaintiff was a lifelong 

resident of Campbell County, Tennessee, who came from humble beginnings in the Pinecrest 

community, attended the Campbell County Comprehensive High School, and eventually secured 

degrees in Accounting from the University of Tennessee, who has an established work ethic, 

having worked as a certified public accountant, as well as a real estate broker.  For the last 

seven years, the Plaintiff has also served as a duly elected County Commissioner from the first 

district in Campbell County, Tennessee.  

2.  This cause of action is being filed as a cause of action for defamation as a result of 

malicious and intentional statements, which have been made against the Plaintiff by the 

Defendants as hereinafter described. 

 



 
 2 

3.  That at all times mentioned herein, the Defendant, Jerry Chadwell, is and at all times 

mentioned herein was a citizen and resident of Caryville, Tennessee, residing at 121 Jordan 

Drive, Caryville, Tennessee 37714.  The Defendant, Jerry Chadwell, has sponsored a program 

known as “Straight Talk,” which is viewed by citizens and residents of Campbell County, 

Tennessee, on cable station 12 owned and otherwise broadcasted by WLAF in LaFollette, 

Tennessee.   

4.  The Defendant, James A. Slusher, at all times mentioned herein, was a citizen and 

resident of Campbell County, Tennessee residing at 205 Hiwassee Point, Jacksboro, Tennessee  

37757.  At all times mentioned herein, the Defendant, James A. Slusher, has been referred to by 

the Defendant, Jerry Chadwell, as Mr. Chadwell’s “sidekick” and has made appearances on the 

show “Straight Talk,” otherwise sponsored by the Defendant, Jerry Chadwell. 

5.  That within the last six months and continuing through the present, the Defendant, 

Jerry Chadwell, with the Defendant, James A. Slusher, through a television program called 

“Straight Talk,” has made defamatory statements against the Plaintiff and has otherwise 

presented statements against the Plaintiff in such a way as to defame and otherwise place the 

Plaintiff in a false light.  The Defendant, Jerry Chadwell, along with the Defendant, James A. 

Slusher, has falsely stated that the Plaintiff, N. Marie Ayers, coerced the Director of Highways 

for Campbell County to pave a road to her property, which was not true.  That the Defendants 

collectively have called the Plaintiff one of the worst commissioners in Campbell County, and 

the Defendants collectively have intended to embarrass and humiliate the Plaintiff and to 

interfere with the relationships that she has enjoyed with her constituents as an elected official 

and to interfere with the Plaintiff’s privacy and her relationship with her friends, as well as to 
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interfere with the Plaintiff’s business relationships and her relationships with her business 

acquaintances and customers.  

6.  To the extent that the Defendants’ statements have made it appear that the Plaintiff is 

coercing another public official to secure a private favor, the Defendants’ utterances and 

statements were filled with fabrications, as well as misrepresentations and falsehoods, and the 

statements made by the Defendants were made in such a way as to place the Plaintiff in a false 

light in the Campbell County community. 

7.  That more specifically, on October 28, 2015, both Jerry Chadwell and James A. 

Slusher appeared on the program “Straight Talk” and suggested to the public that the Plaintiff 

had coerced the Director of Highways into paving the road to property owned by the Plaintiff, 

which was not true. 

8.  The Plaintiff would further show unto the Court that the Defendant, James A. 

Slusher, with actual malice, within the last six months, stated that the Plaintiff has otherwise 

blocked public land use and otherwise has expressed to the public that the Plaintiff was utilizing 

land to the exclusion of the public, all of which was not true, and the statements, as uttered by the 

Defendant, James A. Slusher, were communicated to the public in such a manner as to place the 

Plaintiff, N. Marie Ayers, in a false light. 

9.  The Plaintiff would show unto the Court that while the Plaintiff owns property in the 

Pinecrest community, the Plaintiff’s ownership of this property, as well as her predecessors in 

title, have an ownership that goes back to 1907, for which the ownership of this property has 

remained constant in the name of the Plaintiff’s predecessors in title since the 1920’s.  That 

there are no easements granted to the State of Tennessee, nor to the County, nor any other 
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individual or entity for which the public otherwise could make a claim to the ownership of any 

property owned by the Plaintiff.  For the Defendant, James A. Slusher, to suggest to the public 

that the Plaintiff has blocked the public access through her property was, in short, a false 

statement and otherwise intended to defame and place the Plaintiff in a false light in her 

community. 

10.  That the Defendant, James A. Slusher, has defamed and otherwise made false 

statements against the Plaintiff, as well as the County Commission and the County Commission 

members, of which the Plaintiff is a part, and has otherwise attempted to disrupt the Plaintiff’s 

performance of her job as a County Commissioner, as well as to interfere with the Plaintiff’s 

private family life for the Defendants’ own personal agenda. 

11.  That the Defendants collectively have made statements against the Plaintiff all 

across Campbell County, Tennessee.  These statements were intended to and did reach the 

public at large. 

12.  That at the time of the utterances of the above-described statements, the Defendants 

knew that their statements against the Plaintiff were untrue and, through the exercise of 

reasonable care, should have known or ascertained the falsity of their statements prior to making 

their defamatory statements against the Plaintiff.  In making their statements against the 

Plaintiff, the Defendants acted with malice toward the Plaintiff. 

13.  That the Plaintiff has always enjoyed a good reputation of honesty and integrity and 

has worked for the best interests of Campbell County.  Prior to the statements made by the 

Defendants, the Plaintiff enjoyed a good reputation in Campbell County. 

14.  That as a direct and proximate result of the Defendants’ malicious, defamatory 
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statements, the reputation of the Plaintiff has been damaged.  The Plaintiff’s private family life 

has been interrupted, and the Defendant, James A. Slusher, has disparaged the title of the 

property belonging to the Plaintiff to such an extent as to attempt to render the property owned by 

the Plaintiff unmarketable and otherwise to damage the Plaintiff and her standing in her 

community, with an attempt to hold the Plaintiff in public scorn and ridicule. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff demands: 

1.  That proper process issue and be served upon the Defendants, requiring them to 

answer this Complaint within the time required by law, but not under oath, their oaths being 

waived. 

2.  That upon the hearing of this cause, the Plaintiff be awarded such compensatory 

damages for the defamation made by the Defendants, as well as for the invasion of the Plaintiff’s 

privacy, interference with the Plaintiff’s relationships in such an amount not to exceed Seven 

Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars. 

3.  That the Plaintiff have a recover punitive damages against the Defendants, 

individually and/or collectively, in an amount not to exceed Seven Hundred and Fifty Thousand 

Dollars. 

4.  That a jury determine the issues of this cause. 

5.  That the Plaintiff be granted such further and general relief to which she may be 

entitled under the law and evidence. 
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            N. MARIE AYERS 

 

 

BY:  _________________________________ 

David H. Dunaway, BPR 491 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

100 S. Fifth Street 

Post Office Box 280 

LaFollette, Tennessee  37766 

LaFollette:  423/562-7085 

Knoxville:  865/524-3670 

 

 

 

 

 COST BOND 

 

We acknowledge ourselves as surety for all costs, taxes and damages in this case 

 

in accordance with T.C.A. Section 20-12-120. 

 

N. MARIE AYERS 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Principal 

2245 Pinecrest Road 

Jacksboro, TN 37757 

 

 

______________________________________________ 

SURETY 

David H. Dunaway 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

P.O. Box 280 

LaFollette, TN 37766 

(423) 562-7085 


